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due to GMD earlier, based on appropriation 
signed date (60 days for Multi-years, 90 days for 
standard continuations, 150 days allowed for 
new non-competitives)

• Electronic Grants Processing
– Increased use of Grants.gov

– Rollout of NOAA’s Grants Online to Program 
Offices

– Rollout to recipients pending
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• A cross-agency initiative spanning 900 grant 

programs from the 26 grant-making agencies, and 
over $350 billion in annual awards

• A simple, unified “storefront” for all customers of 
Federal grants to electronically 

– Find Grant Opportunities

– Apply for Grants

• One of 24 Federal cross-agency E-Government 
initiatives designed to improve access to services via 
the Internet

• Managed by the Department of Health and Human 
Services, the largest provider of Federal grants 
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Grants.gov Provides Robust 
Functionality for the Grant Community

Dummy bullet for transition

• Find Grant Opportunities
– Search for available grant opportunities 
– Register to receive notification of grant opportunities

• Apply for Grants
– Search for and download application packages
– Complete application packages offline
– Submit completed application packages
– Track the status of submitted applications
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• Flexibility to search on numerous criteria
– Active and archived documents

– Funding opportunity number

– Dates and time frames

– CFDA number

– Funding activity category (Natural Resources, Science 
and Technology, etc.)

– Funding instrument type (Grant, Cooperative 
Agreement)

– Agency

• Email subscription service to receive email 
notification of all or select funding opportunities (e.g., 
CFDA #, agency, activity category)

“Find Grant Opportunities” features…



The “Find” tools…
Easy access 
from every page

Locate and learn 
about funding 
opportunities in 
a standardized 
manner
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Preparing to Apply via Grants.gov: 
Overview
• Preparing to Apply for grants via Grants.gov 

opportunities is a 3-step process
– Registering organization with Central Contractor 

Registry (CCR)

– Being individually authenticated through the 
Grants.gov Credential Provider

– Logging in to Grants.gov as a registered member

– See website for detailed instructions and checklists

• Register only once to apply for all grants on 
Grants.gov

Get your authorized users “prepared to apply” today!
Grants.gov registration/authentication processes may take 7 days! 
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Grants.gov streamlines the process for 
applying for grants

• Find Grant Opportunity

• Select “Apply For Grants” tab on Grants.gov

• Download “PureEdge” application viewer

• Download selected application package

• Complete the application package offline

• Authorized Organization Representative submits the 
application package to Grants.gov

• Grants.gov tracking number assigned

• Grants.gov notifies applicant when the application has 
been validated and downloaded by the agency



Grants.gov provides Grant Community 
Tools And Resources

Dedicated section    
of website for  
applicant  
information, tools 
and resources
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SF-424 Research & Related
• Government-wide Form, SF-424 R&R

– Federal Register Notice published on 
Sept. 3, 2004

– OMB Approval Expected March 30, 2005

– See handout for draft copy



Grants.gov Resources
• Applicant Training Demonstration  - Complete 

Application Package 
http://www.grants.gov/CompleteApplication#demo

• Customer Online User Support 
http://www.grants.gov/CustomerSupport

• Outreach Communication Resources 
http://www.grants.gov/Communications

• Customer Feedback Findings Reports 
http://www.grants.gov/MarketResearch
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What Grants Online is Not
• NOT  Grants.gov

–Grants.gov is the front-end for applicants

–Prior to award, you are applicants

–Only NOAA personnel, proposal reviewers and 
grant awardees interact with Grants Online

–Specific to NOAA only

–May expand to DOC-wide system in future (1-3 
years)

–May be replaced by government-wide system (5-7 
years)
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WHAT IS GRANTS ONLINE?
NOAA Program Office Grants Management
• NOAA Program Managers Develop and publish 

Federal Register Notices and Federal Funding 
Opportunities through Grants Online

• Application Management tool for NOAA Program 
Managers

–Download applications from Grants.gov

–Application review and selection

–Preparation of award materials

• Grant Award Processing
–Award document preparation

–Clearances through multiple DOC and NOAA 
offices
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WHAT IS GRANTS ONLINE?
NOAA Recipient Grants Management

• NOAA Award Recipient Grant Management
–Recipient Acceptance of Award

• Agreement to terms of CD-450 or CD-451

–Reporting
• Financial Reports

• Project Progress Reports

–Award Maintenance
• Award Action Requests and Approvals

– No Cost Extensions (Regular and Expanded 
Authorities)

– Change in scope of work

– 17 others (including “Other”)
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Training
• Recipient Implementation Assistance

–One Authorized Representative Identified (see handout for 
user role definitions) 

–Recipient System Administrator (RSA) Identified
• Recipient system administration training Webinar

–All active awards set up for recipient

–RSA sets up all recipient users

–Recipient users review recorded Webinar
• Text User’s Guide also available

–Grants Online help desk available for issues
• 8:00 AM to 8:00 PM Eastern



Startup Screen



Inbox Tasks



Accepting the Award: Role of 
Recipient Authorized Official

STEP
1

STEP
2

Recipient 
Authorized 
Official

Receives e-mail 
indicating they 
need to contact 
the Help Desk 
to obtain 
password

Accept Award

Enter System 
Administrator Info:
•Name
•E-mail
•Phone Click Save Submit Acceptance

to Agency

3

Return to NOAA 
for Revisions

Decline Award

Grants 
Officer

Receives task in 
Inbox to 
Accept/Decline 
Award

View Award 
Details



Managing Award Users: Role of 
Recipient System Administrator

STEP
1

STEP
2

System 
Administrator

Receives task 
in Inbox to 
Manage 
Award Users

View Manage 
Award Screen

Identify Authorized Representatives:

• Edit Primary Authorized Representative
• Add PI/CO-PI’s/Other Investigators
• Add Business/Finance Representatives
• Add Additional Key Personnel
• Add Other Key Performers

6
Manage Award 
Complete



Award Action Requests: Role of 
Recipient Users

STEP
1

STEP
2

Search for 
Awards via the
Awards Tab

Select 
Award Action
Request link

Recipient 
Authorized 
Official

Recipient 
Authorized Official,
PI, Co-PI,  Finance 
Representative, or
Key Personnel

Recipient must provide (as applicable):
• Dates
• Justification
• Budget of remaining funds
• Supporting documentation
• Lease vs. purchase analysis
• Compliance with Fly America Act
• New PI contact information
• SAC completion justification
• Cost amount
• Transfer amount
• Sub-award method of selection
• Attachments

Select Save 
and Submit

1 4



Award Action Request: Role of 
Recipient Authorized Official

STEP
1

STEP
2

Recipient 
Authorized Official

Award Action Requests may include:
• Dates
• Justification
• Budget of remaining funds
• Supporting documentation
• Lease vs. purchase analysis
• Compliance with Fly America Act
• New PI contact information
• SAC completion justification
• Cost amount
• Transfer amount
• Sub-award method of selection

Receives task in 
Inbox to Review 
Award Action 
Request

Withdraw 
Award Action 
Request

Edit/Review 
Award Action 
Request

Forward to 
Agency Program Officer

4

6



Workflow Overview – Award Action 
Requests

1 2

Recipient Authorized 
Official, PI, Co-PI, or 
Finance Representative

Search for Awards via
The Awards Tab

3

Select Award Action
Request link and enter the 
Required fields

4

Forward To 
Agency

5

Program Officer

6

1.) Review Award Action Request
2.) Forward to Grants Specialist

7

Grants Specialist

8

1.) Review Award Action Request
2.) Forward to Grants Officer

9

Grants Officer

10

1.) Review AAR
2.) Approve AAR

Recipient 
Authorized Official

11

Done

12

Program Officer
and/or
Recipient Authorizing 
Official

13

AAR Approval
Notification



Initiate Award Action Request



Award Action Request Details



Award Action Request Workflow
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Grants Online Deployment
• Deployed to Program Offices January 2005

– Peer Review and Progress Report certification 
aims to be functional in FY 2006

• Target Deployment to Recipients: Late Summer 
2005
– Need to identify and work out any “bugs” for 

Program Office/GMD processing before release to 
better meet recipient needs

– Will conduct a test group (around 30 recipients) to 
get feedback on functionality prior to full roll-out

– Need to clean up data migration for 
“organizations”



Helpful Websites and Email 
Addresses

• Grants Online Website
–Looking For More Information About Grants Online? 

• Go to the Grants Online website at www.ofa.noaa.gov/~grantsonline

–Have Questions About Grants Online?
• Send questions to GrantsOnlineQandA@NOAA.gov

–Looking for Grants Online Training?
• Click the Grants Online Training tab on the website to view the 

recipient webinar

–How Do I Obtain a Username and password?
• Contact the Grants Online Help Desk

• By Phone:  1-866-DOC-Grants

• By Email:    grantsonline.helpdesk@noaa.gov


